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  Apollo O’Neil, O’Neil’s Tree Service 

  

Apollo O'Neil grew up on the outskirts of Wisconsin dairy farming country, spending most of his 
childhood on the farm before his parents made a pivotal decision: enrolling him in a private school 
in Oregon that rewired how he thought about work, independence, and accountability. That 
foundation stuck. He went on to start and fail his first business, nearly went bankrupt, and 
launched O'Neil's Tree Service in 2008 with a crew, a truck, and a clear philosophy: educate first, 
sell second. 

 

 Randy Easterling, UA Safe State 

 

Randy Easterling supervises the University of Alabama Safe State Occupational Safety and Health 
Consultation Program.  He has over 38 years of professional experience as an industrial hygienist 
and safety engineer.  He is a Certified Industrial Hygienist and Certified Safety Professional.  He has 
a degree of Master of Science in Public Health from UAB’s Industrial Hygiene Program.  He currently 
serves as the American Society of Safety Professionals Area Director for Alabama and Mississippi. 
He previously served as Alabama Chapter President.  He has been both the ASSP Region IV Safety 
Professional of the Year and the Alabama Chapter Safety Professional of the Year.  He serves on the 
Board of Advisors for the Deep South Center, which includes Auburn University and UAB.  He is a 
member of ABC’s Safety Committee and Manufacture Alabama’s Safety Committee.  



Dr. Ryan Klein, University of Florida, Assistant Professor, Arboriculture 

 

Dr. Ryan Klein is an Assistant Professor of Arboriculture at the University of Florida. Prior to pursuing 
a career in academia, he had 12 years of experience in the nursery and tree care industry. Ryan has 
received his International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Arborist Certification, Quantified Tree Risk 
Assessment (QTRA) Certification, ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualification (TRAQ), and Prescription 
Pruning Qualification (PPQ). Ryan sits on the Florida Chapter of the ISA's Education and 
Credentialing Committee's and Board of Directors. His research focuses on tree risk assessment 
and risk perception, arboricultural best management practices, as well as the impacts of natural 
disasters on urban tree populations.  

  

Butch Bailey, Mississippi State University, Extension Forester   

 

Butch Bailey is a seventh generation Mississippian who lives and works in the Pinebelt of 
southeastern Mississippi. He holds a Bachelor’s and a Master of Science degrees from Mississippi 
State University, both in forestry. His graduate research focused on forestry best management 
practices (BMPs) and water quality in working pine forests. He has worked as an Extension Forester 
for MSU since 2002. His duties for MSU Extension include forest landowner education, professional 
forester continuing education, and youth education in forestry and conservation. His hobbies 
include being outdoors in general, reading, and finding new and creative ways to tempt diabetes, 
gout, heart disease, and accidental amputation. In the spring he likes to garden, fish, and watch 
Mississippi State baseball. In the summer he enjoys the air conditioning. In the fall he loves hiking, 
camping, and squirrel hunting with The Boy. And in the winter, he tries to celebrate Christmas for 3 
months out of the year.  



Aaron Beam, former HealthSouth CFO, Author, Speaker 

 

Aaron Beam was a founder and the first CFO of HealthSouth from 1982 until 1997. In 1996 he took 
part in an accounting fraud at HealthSouth and in 2003 he pled guilty to the fraud and spent time in 
federal prison for his crime. 

He began his public speaking career in 2009 and as of 2023 he has given over 1,000 speeches. 
About 50% of these speeches have been delivered to more than 100 different universities. Tulane, 
Yale, Duke, Chicago School of Business, Stanford, DePaul, Ohio State, Texas, Penn State, and 
Kansas to name a few. His ethics message has also been delivered to professional associations, 
large corporations, civic groups, and government entities. A few examples are Alabama Bar 
Association, state CPA’s, Microsoft, Home Depot, Rotary clubs, The Federal Reserve, and The State 
of Missouri City Clerks  

While he does not consider himself a motivational speaker, he does hope his message will help 
people achieve a higher level of ethical activity. 

 

Harvey Cotten, Garden writer, Designer, Consultant 

 
After 22 years with the Huntsville Botanical Garden, most recently as vice president and chief 
horticulturist, he retired in 2014. He continues to present workshops for the Botanical 
Garden, Master Gardener Associations, Garden Clubs and other botanical gardens and 
arboreta while lecturing across the southeast on various garden topics.  
He is active in the following Green Industry organizations: AmericanHort – Treasurer, Horticulture 
Research Institute- past President, Alabama Nursery & Landscape Association- past President, 
Alabama Invasive Plant Council- past President. 
 Harvey co-authored the popular book “Easy Gardens for the South,” published in 2009.  
He earned a Bachelor of Science in Ornamental Horticulture from Mississippi State 
University. Before coming on staff at the Huntsville Botanical Garden, he was general manager of 
Monmouth Plantation in Natchez, Miss., and co-owner of Chase Nursery Co. in Huntsville. 



 

Matthew Kirk, LineIntel, CMO & Co-Founder 

 

Matthew Kirk has been a tree care professional for over 20 years and achieved his ISA certification 
almost 15 years ago. Starting his career in the mountains of Virginia as a climber on ROW crew, 
Matt has held a variety of positions such as Safety trainer, Supervisor, and Manager. Currently he 
works with Meriwether Lewis Cooperative in Tennessee as the ROW coordinator. This affords him 
the opportunity to do what he enjoys, educating the public about trees and powerlines as well as 
managing a world class Right of Way program. 

 

Barry Hammond, LineIntel, CEO & Co-Founder 

 

Barry Hammond commissioned in the US Air Force in May 2006, from the Virginia Military Institute 
in Lexington, VA where he graduated with a degree in Electrical and Computer Engineering. 
Following his first assignment as a developmental test engineer, he attended the Air Force Institute 
of Technology, graduating with a Master’s Degree in Electrical Engineering. Barry spent his 
remaining career as a developmental engineer managing air and space system technology 
programs, leading teams at MIT/Lincoln Laboratory, DARPA, and the National Reconnaissance 
Office. He is currently a Program Manager within US Special Operations Command where he 
manages a portfolio of over $150M per year, delivering small robotics and space system technology 
to Special Operations Forces. He is a Part 107 licensed small unmanned systems pilot and is an 
avid robotics and computer programming hobbyist. 

 

 



 

Brian Pope, Expert Tree Academy 

 

Brian Pope is a U.S. Air Force veteran and native Floridian with more than three decades of 
experience in the tree care industry. As a second-generation arborist, he has developed extensive 
expertise across commercial and residential tree care, utility and municipal arboriculture, disaster 
response, and professional consulting.  

Today, Brian dedicates much of his time to education and workforce development. He serves as an 
instructor with Expert Tree Academy and frequently teaches for the Tree Care Industry Association 
(TCIA), in addition to presenting at industry conferences and training events across the United 
States. His passion for education is driven by a strong commitment to mentoring and developing 
the next generation of tree care professionals. 

An active member of the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA), Brian currently serves on the 
Board of Directors for the ISA Southern Chapter, representing the state of Arkansas. 

Brian holds a Master’s degree from Saint Leo University and maintains numerous professional 
credentials, including Board Certified Master Arborist, Registered Consulting Arborist, Utility 
Specialist, and Certified Urban Forester. 

Through his leadership, experience, and dedication to professional education, Brian continues to 
make meaningful contributions to the advancement and safety of the arboriculture profession. 

 

 

 

 

 


